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Written by John Janovy, Jr.

_____________________________________________________________

Please plan to bring along a small notebook so that you can gather some information to address the following questions and accomplish the following tasks:

1. How many different kinds – genera, families, classes – of molluscs are represented in the living collections? Upon what observations do you base your answers?
2. Plan to gather as much information as possible from studying the cnidarians, enough, if possible, to “identify” the various corals and anemones. That information should include: 
a) Approximate size
b) Color, color patterns, differences in colors between trunk and oral disk

c) Numbers, shapes and relative sizes of tentacles, as well as any patterns that they exhibit. 

d) Whether the tentacles are pinnate or not. 

e) Numbers of stomata

f) Whether the animals are colonial or solitary

g) Whether there is a “behavior” that is evident over the effects of tank currents

3. What kind of symbiotic relationships are evident? Do symbionts move from host to host?

4. Describe verbally the movements of a sea star. Through sketches, notes, etc., bring back enough information to “identify” the sea stars. Be sure to include surface architecture insofar as you can see it.

5. Describe, with words and sketches, the various sea urchins you see. Information should include relative lengths of spines, colors, any movement, etc. 

6. How does a nautilus behave? compare the nautilus eye with that of an octopus. Do the nautilus tentacles move?

7. How many different kinds of filter-feeding polychaetes are to be seen? What observations are the basis for your answer?
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