Invertebrate Zoology Laboratory Three:

Field Study: Freshwater invertebrates of Middle Creek, Lincoln, NE

September 12, 2007

_____________________________________________________________
Task One – Buckets one, two, three and four


In pairs you are going to characterize a portion of the stream. You should describe plants (if any), soil vs. sand, water depth, flow rate (fast, medium, slow), and water clarity. You should then take a survey of invertebrate organisms in water, in/on substrate. Any and all organisms in the habitat you and your partner have chosen should be collected in your bucket. Detailed notes should be taken in the field. Identification of invertebrates will be conducted upon returning to the lab.

Task Two – using white pans


As a class we are going to quantify the Corbicula population in middle creek by determining the population density in a segment of middle creek. Using the numbers generated in this small section we can calculate the population for the length of the stream. We are going to collect all Corbicula we can find in a 6 inch wide section at three places across the width of the stream. The clams will be counted and measured in the field, then returned to the stream.
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Task Three – Bucket five


Survey of stream invertebrates. Here we will collect everything and anything that we have not yet found. This includes immediately on the banks, and up and down the stream in either direction. The collected materials will go in bucket 5, and be brought back to the lab for identification. The objective here is to gain an understanding of the diversity of invertebrates in the stream.
